
MORGANTOWN – On
the ground.

Lt. Joe Torrillo was being
pummeled like an out-
matched prize fighter that
morning in the shadow of
dying Tower 2.

Torrillo, who technically
had the day off, rushed to his
Brooklyn fire station to
respond to the call anyway.
How could he not?

He had studied structural
engineering and design
before settling on a career in
public safety.

He knew what was going

to happen.
He knew buildings were

going to buckle and collapse.
He knew that if you were on
an upper floor, you were
doomed.

He also knew that wasn’t
going to stop him.

On a shocking morning in
lower Manhattan, he was
there to save lives – and that
was it.

Right and left, he was
frantically hooking arms and
elbows, trying to hustle
people out of the inevitability.

The 110 stories of the twin
towers of the World Trade
Center went up one floor at
a time, and on Tuesday, Sept.
11, 2001, they came down

the same way.
Each floor collapsed onto

the one below.
And each time that hap-

pened, another explosion was
set off, rivaling the ones
generated by the hijacked
airliners earlier.

For a throwback fireman
like Torrillo, it was akin to
being in a knife fight in an
old-school phone booth.

Chunks from the ruined
building slammed his back
and ribs.

Pulverized clouds of glass
and concrete carried in the
terrible tumult blurred his
eyes and corkscrewed down
his throat and into his lungs.

His helmet long gone, a

pinwheeling shard of metal
sliced his scalp – neat.

A surgeon couldn’t have
done it better.

When the second tower
began giving up its structural
ghost, the only thing Torrillo
could finally do was run.

Except, you can’t outrun
something like that.

A whoosh of air from the
structure’s final throes lifted
his heels and pitched him
forward – just like a clip on
a kickoff.

Then, darkness.
 

Terry Vance can only
shake his head at the bravery.

“All the firemen and

NEVER FORGET

policemen and paramedics,”
he said.

“Think about ‘em being
there. When people were
running out, they were run-
ning in. We can never forget
what they did.”

Which is why he’s doing
what he is on this Friday,
Sept. 11 – the 25th
anniversary of the day terror
came calling on America.

Vance is a U.S. Air Force
veteran and paramedic by
training who served during
the Gulf War.

He now works as a vet-
eran partner coordinator and
peer support specialist at

See , B29/11

9/11 first responder: 'I woulda got there quicker'
'Never Forget'
event set for
Friday

BY JIM BISSETT
JBissett@DominionPost.com

Joe Torrillo

MORGANTOWN –
The Morgantown Public
Library System announced
their list of September
activities Tuesday.

Starting Sept. 9 and
every second Wednesday,
teenagers aged 13-18 are
invited to participate in
“Crafting for a Cause,”
where they will create
handmade items for local
organizations and com-
munity members in need.
This month’s projects
include dog toys for Ani-
mal Friends, homemade
cards for Sending Sunshine
and Meals on Wheels and
sensory ocean bottles for
the library.

Laura Fletcher, library 

marketing and communi-
cations manager, said that
this is the first time the
library is hosting the event,
but they hope to make it a
monthly occurrence.

“One of the ones
[events] we’re most excited
about is called ‘Crafting for
a Cause,’ and it’s just for
teens,” she said. “The idea
behind this is it’s going to
be a once-a-month pro-
gram, teens ages 13 to 18
can come hang out, do
some crafts and activities
that benefit the commu-
nity.”

Morgantown High
School students can receive
up to two hours of com-
munity service hours for
participating.

Teenagers are also
encouraged to come to
“Adventure’s Guild D&D”

Monday, Sept. 14 and 28
from 5-7 p.m. (ages 15-18),
“Teen D&D” on Monday,
Sept. 14 and 28 from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. (ages 13-14),
“Teen Anime Club” on
Tuesday, Sept. 15 from 5-
7 p.m. and “Teen Hangout”
on Thursday, Sept. 17 from
5:30-7:30 p.m.

In partnership with
Mountaineers for Mutts, the
library will host “Caturday”
on Saturday, Sept. 19 from
1-3 p.m.

The event includes a
“Snuggling Story Time”
from 1-2 p.m., where kids
are invited to read with
foster cats. Following the
live reading, all ages are
invited to visit the animals
or adopt a new pet.

Fletcher said the library
has done several reading to
trained dogs events,

“Reading for Rover,”
before, but this feline
occasion is the first of its
kind.

“Librarians and cats go
together like peanut butter
and jelly, and we love that
we have a chance to help
out a local shelter,
Mountaineers for Mutts,
and we also get to bring in
cats for the first time,” she
said.

Preschool aged-children
and babies are invited for
community storytimes and
playgroups every Tuesday-
Friday. A full schedule is
available at
https://mympls.org/
programs/kids/.

“Live author talks” will
be available for streaming
all month, including Daniel
Kraus on Sept. 8, Priya
Parker on Sept. 15 and

Lucky Diaz on Sept. 24.
These readings are made
possible due to the library’s
subscription to the "Library
Speakers Consortium,”
according to Fletcher.

Additional adult-only
events include a craft class,
book club meetings and a
movie night. Read a full list

See , B5LIBRARY

Morgantown Public Library jam-packs September with events

BY PAYTON
MANDELL

DPNews@DominionPost.com

Photo Courtesy of Morgantown Public Library System
Preschool aged-children and babies are invited
for community storytimes and playgroups every
Tuesday-Friday

MORGANTOWN –
Cancer patients, cancer
survivors, their supports and
families and caregivers lit
lanterns of white, red and
gold Thursday evening for
the 2026 Light the Night
procession WVU Medicine
Golisano Children's Hos-
pital, the WVU Heart and
Vascular Institute and Ruby
Memorial Hospital.

Light the Night was put
on by Golisano Children's
and the WVU Cancer
Institute, in partnership with
Blood Cancer United – an
organization that supports
research, treatment, patients
and their families.

The procession and cer-
emony that preceded it
celebrated and honored
patients, their families, and
the medical teams, while
also remembering those who
have passed away. Survivors
carried white lanterns,
supporters carried red
lanterns, and some carried
gold lanterns meant to honor
lost loved ones.

Dr. Ashkan Emadi,
WVU Cancer Institute
medical oncology chair,
recognized the patients,
families and caregivers along
with Cancer Institute nurses,
advanced practice providers,
physicians and staff.

“I see every single day
why we are here tonight,” he
said. “You don't need to
travel anywhere else for

world-class blood cancer
care.”

The institute provides the
same level of clinical trials,
treatment and research as
any cancer center in the
country, he said. And, “You
have something more. You
have a team that knows your
name, that knows your
family, and will walk beside
you not just for a single
appointment but your entire
journey. … You should
never feel that better care
exists far from home.”

Dr. Ashley Meyer, a
Children's pediatric oncol-
ogist, said her family moved
to Morgantown in 2020. “It
didn't take me long to fall in
love with West Virginia. The
people here are really special
and they deserve the best
care close to home.”

September is Childhood
Cancer Awareness Month,
she said, and 400,000 chil-
dren will be diagnosed with
cancer this year, 15,000 of
those in the U.S.

The cure rate is 85%, she
said. “We've come a long
way, and that may seem
pretty good. But when you
do the math, that means that
tonight we'll be raising a lot
of lanterns in remembrance,
too.”

Four survivors and
patients shared their stories.

Carol Westfall of Teays
Valley was already a breast
cancer survivor when she
went to the emergency room

See , B5LIGHT

Light the Night celebrates cancer

survivors, supporters, caregivers
BY DAVID BEARD

For the Dominion Post
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The Light the Night procession begins.
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William Joseph Lough,
66, passed away Tuesday,
September 1, 2026. He
was born August 9, 1960
to the late Lester and
Juanita “June” Hartzell
Lough.

William was a U.S.
Army veteran who served
with distinction as an
airborne ranger in the
Persian Gulf War. He
exemplified resilience,
bravery, and a strong love
for his country.

Following his honorable
discharge, William tran-
sitioned to a successful
career as a commercial
truck driver defined by the
same hard work and
commitment that char-
acterized his time as a
Ranger.

When he wasn’t on the
road, he enjoyed spending
time outdoors tending to
his garden or enjoying a
peaceful afternoon fishing.
He also loved cheering on
the Mountaineers during
WVU football and bas-
ketball seasons.

William is survived by
his wife, Traci Ashcraft
Lough; sons, William
Major and Clarence Major
(Teri); grandchildren,
Riley Major, Haley Major
and Ava Major; sister,
Leslie Lough; niece,
Christina Rice; nephew,
Jeremiah Ingold; and
several cousins.

The family would like
to thank the staff at
Majestic Care of Manchin

for the excellent care they
provided.

Friends and family will
be received in Hastings
Funeral Home, 153 Spruce
Street, Morgantown,
Tuesday, September 8,
from 5 to 7 p.m. Visitation
will continue in the funeral
home Wednesday,
September 9, from 9 until
the time of the funeral
service at 11 a.m., with
Pastor Nathaniel Hudson
officiating. Following the
service, committal at the
West Virginia National
Cemetery, 42 Veterans
Memorial Lane, Grafton,
will take place at 2:00 pm.

Send condolences at
www.
hastingsfuneralhome.
com

William Joseph Lough
Marion S. Rog, 76, of

Morgantown, passed away
Monday, August 31, 2026,
in WVU Hospitals, Ruby
Memorial.

He was born February
19, 1950, in Grossauheim,
Germany, to the late Julian
Rog and Margot Schelenz
Rog.

Marion is survived by his
wife, Maggie Rog; his
daughters, Becky Rog and
Angie Rog, both of Mor-
gantown; his brother, John
Rog of Horseheads, N.Y.;
and his five grandchildren,
Kaijah, Anysa, Drea, Natan,
and Lily.

In addition to his parents,
Marion was preceded in
death by his sister, Christine
Rog; and an infant brother
and infant sister.

Family and friends are
invited to gather for visi-
tation Sunday, September 6,

from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.,
when a memorial celebra-
tion of life will be held, in
the Dering-Henson Funeral
Home, with Pastor Scott
Whetzel officiating.

Caring services are being
provided by the Dering-
Henson Funeral Home.

Marion S. Rog

Ronald William Cosner,
87, of Morgantown,
passed away Wednesday,
September 2, 2026 at
Ruby Memorial Hospital.
Arrangements have been
entrusted to Hastings
Funeral Home.

Ronald
William
Cosner

of events at
https://mympls.org/
programs/adults/.

Fletcher encourages
residents to support their
local public library through
event participation, and that
the library has a space for
everyone.

“To us, the library is
about more than just a
place where you can get
books and the internet,”
she said. “It’s about
making the community
better, and we see our-

selves as part of the
community and trying to
strengthen the community.
Whether it’s people who
are brand-new or people
who have been here a long
time, there’s something for
everybody at the library,
people of all ages and and
all backgrounds.”

All events are free and
located at the five MPLS
six branches. The exact
locations and full schedule
of events can be found at
https://mympls.org/
about/locations/

LIBRARY
Cont. from B1

Photo Courtesy of Morgantown Public Library System
Adult-only events at Morgantown Public Library
include a craft class, book club meetings and a
movie night.

of the finest reflections on
the story of Appalachia.
Denise, an Episcopal
deacon and longtime
advocate for justice and
ecumenism, told me that,
knowing the history of
West Virginia, she believed
Bishop Evelio was the
perfect bishop for our state.
She also noted that El
Salvador and West Virginia
share many similarities and
that Bishop Evelio is the
type of bishop West Vir-
ginia needs.

Having walked the
country roads of El Sal-
vador with Bishop Evelio,
I agree. The mountains
reminded me of home.
Both places have experi-
enced the exploitation of
their resources and people
by powerful outside
interests. Yet both also
have histories of resilience,
faith, and hope.

That connection is why
Romero's witness res-
onates so strongly in
Appalachia. He stood for
the dignity of every human
person against systems that
sought to exploit the
vulnerable. His ministry
reminds us that faith and
justice belong together.

I believe Pope Leo XIV
understands that tradition
well. By taking a name
associated with Pope Leo
XIII, the great advocate for
workers and Catholic
social teaching, he high-
lights the Church's com-
mitment to human dignity
and the rights of labor.
Here in West Virginia,
worker-priests, religious 
sisters and lay leaders have
long carried forward that
same mission.

The film "Matewan"
offers another window into
our history. It tells the
story of immigrant
workers who came
together to organize for

justice. They understood
that those with wealth and
power often sought to
divide them and that soli-
darity was essential if they
hoped to build a society
rooted in human dignity.
The struggle for justice in
Appalachia echoes many 
of the same themes found
in the history of El Sal-
vador and the ministry of
Archbishop Romero.

As we mark Labor Day
weekend, let us remember
all those who worked and
sacrificed to build a world
founded on justice,
equality and the dignity of
every human person. I am
grateful for the ministerial
association and for all who
continue that work today.

We need heroes who
inspire us. I think of
Dorothy Day, Óscar
Romero and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Their
examples remind us that

lasting change requires
courage, faith and perse-
verance.

This Labor Day, let us
remember that the arc of
the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice.
More importantly, let us
recommit ourselves to

helping bend it.
Father Andy Switzer,

Delegate for Ecumenism
and Social Justice and
Liaison of Catholic
Community of Appalachia,
is writing as part of the
Morgantown Faith Leaders
Network.

JUSTICE
Cont. from B2

on her 77th birthday, Dec.
23, 2025.

The ER visit led to a visit
with her oncologist and
testing revealed leukemia.
She was referred to the
WVU Cancer Institute,
where Emadi told her she
had a rare cancer: Only 500
people in the U.S. have it.

Emadi told her, she said,
that she had only two to
three months to live. But he
put her in his clinical trial
for an immune therapy only
available at the Cancer
Institute. She started Jan. 16
this year and she's currently
the only person in the world
in this trial. It continues
through January 2027.

“This is where it's at, it's
happening here,” she said.
“And I thank you so much
for coming into my life. I'm
just glad to be standing here
today.”

Oli Pierce, of Harper's
Ferry, is in the adolescent
and young adult program at
Golisano Children's. She is
also diagnosed with several
other conditions, she said,
but but blood work during
an ER visit revealed
leukemia. She was trans-
ferred to Morgantown
immediately.

Now on her second
chemotherapy regimen, she
is in remission and has
received a stem cell trans-
plant from her sister. She's
now 87 days post-transplant
and will remain on an oral
chemo treatment for two

years.
She has spent 162 days

in Morgantown and is
looking forward to returning
home, she said. “My
community is what has
helped me get through my
diagnosis. My treatment
team has provided me with
compassionate, fantastic
care and is always there
when I need them.”

Timothy Whetzel was
diagnosed with leukemia in
September 2024 and was in
remission by November. He
had a stem cell transplant in
June 2025 along with his
last dose of chemotherapy.

“I want to give thanks to
God,” he said. “He gave me
my doctors to heal me. ….
And I want to thank my
doctors.”

His faith has played a
prominent role in his
recovery. “We've got to do
a lot of praying, and talk to
the Lord,” he said.

He offered encourage-
ment to others. “Don't ever
give up. We can beat this.
With the technology and the
doctors, we can beat this
now.”

Rilee Alkire is in active
treatment at Children's. She
loves the therapy dogs who
come to keep her company
and give her comfort.

And she explained what
Children's means to her.
“Anytime I have to come to
the hospital, I know that I'm
going to receive the best
possible care from the
nurses and doctors that they
can provide. I've had
nothing but the best care at
WVU Children's Hospital.”

Rilee Alkire speaks during Light the Night on Thursday.

LIGHT
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Smith Funeral & Cremation Care is Proud to Welcome to Our Staff

Logan Pfaff
WV Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer 

& Maryland Licensed Mortician

Logan considers it a privilege to walk alongside 
families during some of the most difficult moments 
of their lives. His decision to enter funeral service 

came from a genuine desire to serve others and make 
a meaningful difference in the lives of those entrusted 

to his care. He believes that providing compassion, 
comfort, and a listening ear is just as important as the 

professional services he provides.

108 Holland Ave., Westover 304-292-9494 www.smithfcc.com

Cathy A. Smith - LIC, LCO, Certified Celebrant        C. Jason Smith, COIC, WV & PA LFD
Logan Pfaff - WV LFD & Maryland Licensed Mortician

~ Lives & Legacies Honored ~

Want to talk?
Edward Dan Hastings

Grant Hastings
Sean Maier, COIC

Ryan Ford, Lic.
Anthony McIe
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Oli Pierce and her service dog, Magnus at Light the
Night on Thursday
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